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The Legislative Evaluation Assembly’s (LEA’s) basic concepts of constitu-
tionalism, limited government, free enterprise, and legal and moral order
seem to have a rocky going year after year in our legislative bodies. As LEA
informs the public on how each legislator voted, it is evident the principles
in our credo are not held by all of the people’s elected representatives. Bills
and proposals embodying them are defeated or set aside.

Friction between the Senate and House, prominent in previous ses-
sions, continued. The Senate deliberately ignored some actions of the
House. Yet at times the lawmakers became bogged down in trivia, such as
it appears they did not know they passed two unrelated bills with identical
language deeding land to the City of Bemidji.

Constantly loading the state with debt through bonding seems to be
taken for granted. Loading the taxpayers of the rest of the state for the
ineptness of the Minneapolis Teachers’ Retirement Association is irre-
sponsible. And, LEA considers extremely irresponsible the legislature’s

1. Marriage Amendment Motion

SF 2992. Sen. Nienow. This bill is a duplicate of the bill authored by Sena-
tor Michele Bachmann for a constitutional amendment to define mar-
riage only as involving one man and one woman. Senator Nienow made a
motion to pull the bill from the Judiciary Committee to the Senate floor. It
failed 30-35. LEA favored a YES vote. The House had already voted on the
amendment last year and LEA scored that vote in its 2005 report.

2. Increase Reporting and Restricting State Funding for Abortions

HF 3258. Rep. Brod. This bill would require the reporting of abortion data
on minors and women under guardianship. It would prohibit state fund-
ing of abortions except as required by the courts. It passed the House 81-
50. LEA favored a YES vote.

In the Senate the provisions of this bill were incorporated into the
Omnibus Supplemental Bill. Senator Cohen moved to amend the bill by
striking these provisions. His motion prevailed by a vote of 35-32. LEA
favored a NO vote on the Cohen motion.

3. Omnibus Bonding Bill

HF 2959. Sen. Langseth; Rep. Dorman. This year’s bonding bill is just
under $1 billion in spending ($999.98 million) although the state treasury
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voting that the state shall pay over $80,000 an acre for rural land, some
of which was probably permanently contaminated by Gopher Ordnance
manufacturing in World War II, just to gain a new stadium at the Min-
neapolis campus of the University.

Governor Pawlenty failed to use the veto pen to defend a clear vision
of the proper size of government. He acted more like a legislator who felt
he could not “in good faith” veto anything out of the billion-dollar bond-
ing bill because he had participated in negotiating its details. He vetoed
only $1.5 million out of a $202 million supplemental appropriations bill.
Moreover, he did not threaten a veto of the localized tax proposal for a
Twins stadium, even though it met the legal obligation to be subjected to
a local referendum.

LEA is glad to acknowledge and especially commend the three Sena-
tors and seven Representatives in their voting most consistently for the
basic concepts of LEA.

has a $1 billion surplus. Why bond when there is a surplus? LEA dis-
agrees with the size of the bonding bill and with large expenditures that
are not state responsibilities. Examples include millions of dollars for: the
Northstar commuter rail line, various zoo projects, a community center in
Minneapolis, the Shubert Theater, the Ordway, development of an Itasca
County steel mill and bioscience grants. It passed in the Senate 60-6 and in
the House 111-21. LEA favored a NO vote.

4. Eminent Domain

SF 2750. Sen. Bakk, Rep. Johnson, J. Eminent Domain has been abused
in Minnesota as a form of legalized taking of property by the collusion
of developers and city planners in violation of the protection of property
rights of the owners. The Supreme Court decision (Kelo v. New London) left
this issue to the states and has led to a public demand that the Legislature
pass a law restricting the use of eminent domain, which the Bakk-Johnson
Bill does.

Private property rights are the foundation of liberty and true economic
development. The use of eminent domain, except for a public purpose, is
a flagrant violation of the intent of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights,
which in Jefferson’s words, are the rights the people have “against” the gov-
ernment. This bill passed in the Senate 56-9. LEA favored a YES vote there.



For the House, LEA chose to score the vote on the stricter amendment
offered by Rep. Krinkie that would have specifically forbidden taking land
for “economic development” or “enhancing tax revenues.” LEA favored a
YES vote on this amendment. That vote failed in the House 58-76, but the
bill without the amendment passed decisively.

5. Bailout of the Minneapolis Teachers’ Retirement Fund

SF 1057, HF 1120. Sen. Pogemiller, Rep. Ozment. Due to mismanage-
ment the Minneapolis Teachers’ Retirement Fund Association (MTRFA)
has been deeply in debt. This bill merged the MTRFA with the Minne-
sota Teachers Retirement Association (MTRA), thereby transferring the
MTRFA’s large debt into the state fund. School districts will be assessed a
0.5 percent increase starting July 1 to pay off the large debt. This forces
taxpayers around the state to pay for the debt incurred by the mismanaged
Minneapolis fund. Furthermore, there are no incentives to improve the
practices that led to the large debt and held no one responsible. It passed in
the Senate 37-26 and in the House 95-34. LEA favored a NO vote.

6. Constitutional Amendment Dedicating Sales Taxes for
Environment and Arts

SF 2734, HF 1909. Sen. Sams, Rep. Hackbarth. LEA is opposed to any
constitutional amendment that would dedicate general funds for a spe-
cific purpose. Dedication infringes on the executive branch’s authority to
shift priorities and spend or impound funds based on changing assess-
ments of critical public needs. In the Senate, LEA is scoring the worst of
the dedicated-funds proposals that simultaneously increase the state sales
tax by three-eighths of a percent and dedicate those funds to “natural and
cultural resource purposes.” It passed 42-22. LEA favored a NO vote. LEA
has chosen not to score the House vote. Thankfully, no final bill emerged
from conference committee and the talk of a special session for this has
stopped.

7. Twins Baseball Stadium

SF 2297, HF 2480. Sen. Kelley, Rep. Finstad. Unable or unwilling to resist
years of endless lobbying, the legislature capitulated and subsidized a pri-
vate, professional sports team. Legislators found it appealing to give away
other people’s money under the guise that it was an economic benefit to
the community. This was done despite the major studies that show there
is no economic benefit to cities that have pro sports teams. While citizens
have been assured that this enterprise will not leave Minnesota, there
are no guarantees. Yet taxpayers are subsidizing millionaires and private
enterprises.

The legislature further disgraced itself by exempting this bill from the
state law’s requirement to allow local citizens to vote on tax increases. This
burdens the citizens of Hennepin County with a tax despite assurances
that keeping the team was good for the entire state. It passed in the Senate
34-32 and in the House 71-61. The governor held a signing ceremony for it
on the field of the Metrodome. LEA favored a NO vote.

8. Gopher Football Stadium

SF 2460, HF 263. Sen. Pogemiller, Rep. Abrams. By funding a Univer-
sity stadium, the legislators threw money at a problem that did not exist.
The original Memorial Stadium was replaced by a large, climate-controlled
stadium to attract athletes and fans. This so-called rational process has
now been reversed by a different set of administrators and developers. The
arguments that a new stadium would attract more fans and produce more
revenue are without merit, given the history, limited size, and location
of the approved stadium plan. The irony is that the U of M officials who
demanded a stadium refused to dip into their swollen coffers or include it
in their regular budget to fund it.

The desire of MN citizens to build another Gopher stadium was so weak
that a shell game, using government land in exchange for government
land, was used to induce citizen and legislative support. Result: the state
(its taxpayers) will pay over $80,000 per acre for rural land, some probably

permanently contaminated by the World War II Gopher Ordnance project,
for parks and riding trails. This bill passed in the Senate 43-24 and in the
House 96-37. LEA favored a NO vote.

9. Light Rail

SF 3246, HF 3342. Sen. Betzold, Rep. Tingelstad. The MN legislature,
unable to learn the painful lessons of passenger rail from the failed experi-
ments from the rest of the world, continued with their reckless adventures
in waste, fraud and deception. This $60 million plan (this is in addition to
what was proposed in the transportation bill) for the continued expansion
of a black hole program assures the citizens of the area, which passenger
rail serves, that their commutes will continue to be obstructed, expensive,
and without hope. It passed in the Senate 57-5, and in the House 94-38.
LEA favored a NO vote.

10. lllegal Protection of lllegal Aliens

SF 2771, HF 2576. Sen. Wergin, Rep. Knoblach. This bill would have put an
end to city ordinances that give sanctuary to illegal aliens. It would require
cooperation among law enforcement agencies. When laws are broken, all
government agencies should take proper action and not arbitrarily refuse
to enforce certain laws. There was no Senate vote. It passed in the House
94-37. LEA favored a YES vote.

11. Resident Tuition for lllegal Aliens

Sen. Pappas’ Second Amendment on SF 2994. This is the second year
the Senate’s bill for higher education included this provision. Minnesota
residents pay lower college tuition at state colleges than students from out-
side of the state. This amendment would have allowed illegal aliens to pay
in-state tuition rates. The state should enforce our immigration laws, not
reward lawbreakers. It passed in the Senate 37-28. LEA favored a NO vote.
There was no House vote.

12. ID Needed to Obtain a Driver’s License

HF 3014. Rep. Smith. This bill would have required the use of primary
documents in order to obtain driver’s licenses, permits, and identification
cards, thereby reducing the ability of individuals to obtain a driver’s license
under a false identity. Driver’s licenses are the most common form of iden-
tification and LEA supports insuring their validity. LEA favored a YES vote.
The bill passed in the House 100-28. There was no Senate vote.

13. Longer Residency Requirements

SF 3777, HF 3002. Sen. Koch, Rep. Emmer. This bill would have extended
from 60 to 90 days the minimum residency requirement to be eligible for
welfare. Our liberal requirements for social services are attracting welfare
recipients from other states at Minnesota’s expense. Extension of the time
requirement would act as a deterrent. It passed in the House 94-37. LEA
favored a YES vote. There was no Senate vote.

14. Omnibus Election Bill

SF 2743, HF 3110. Sen. Hottinger, Rep. Westrom. This bill is essentially
an omnibus election bill. Its original form in the House was a pure vot-
ing systems bill. Unfortunately, the Senate version prevailed and while the
bill maintained ballot protections that were already codified, the additions
were all objectionable and none of the previous problems were corrected.

Examples of onerous additions:

1) Felons are now allowed to vote without having civil rights restored.
They simply sign a polling place roster stating the sentence has expired,
been completed or the sentence discharged.

2) Poll challenges of persons whose mail has been returned as undeliv-
erable or unacknowledged in the case of registered mail are not allowed.

LEA does not consider the improvement of voting machines and
increased confidentiality for specific individuals sufficient cause to allow
continued and increased fraud. It passed in the Senate 64-0 and in the
House 129-3. LEA favored a NO vote.



15. “Communist” Grocery Stores Authorized

SF 2939, HF 3446. Sen. Johnson, D.E., Rep. Juhnke. The Legislature
approved and authorized local government ownership of unviable busi-
nesses. The city of Pennock is authorized to purchase a business with four
city lots to allow for expansion. The city of Kiester may acquire inventory
and operate a grocery store. No local taxpayer approval is required for this
state socialist action. It passed in the Senate 54-9 and in the House 103-30.
LEA favored a NO vote.

16. Restricting Sale/Rental of Video Games to Minors

SF 785, HF 1298. Sen. Pappas; Rep. Samuelson. This bill is a perfect exam-
ple of how the legislature wastes its time and public resources, trying to
create the false impression that it is “doing something,” while imposing
fines on violators. The final enactment of this bill required 40 procedural
steps, including conference committee action, to produce a trivial “solu-
tion” to a serious problem, which was challenged in the courts. There it
was struck down. The bill passed in the Senate 56-6 and in the House 98-
33. LEA favored a NO vote because LEA supports the traditional American
principles of limited government and free enterprise, not petty and oner-
ous regulation.

17. County Positions Appointed

SF 1878, HF 3263. Sen. Ortman, Rep. Kohls. This bill extends the number
to 26 of county boards that can appoint county recorders, auditors, and
treasurers. It furthers the movement away from democracy and toward
rule by bureaucracy. Voters’ rights to elect these officials were usurped
legally but against the constitutional principle of a government of, by, and
for the people. While citizens have a right to hand over their government
to a ruling class, this was not the type of society envisioned in the constitu-
tion. What is next? It passed in the Senate 59-4 and in the House 68-65.
LEA favored a NO vote.

18. Extending the Monopoly on Radiation Facilities

SF 2532, HF 2810. Sen. Berglin, Rep. Powell. According to current law, all
radiation therapy facilities must be constructed only by an entity owned
and operated by a hospital. This law expires in 2008. Hospitals want their
monopoly extended. On a compromise bill, the sunset was extended to
2013. How long is long enough? The opposition to the bill wanted to let
someone other than a hospital build such a facility, and to let the free mar-
ket operate, allowing for the possibility of lower health costs. LEA favored
a NO vote. It passed in the Senate 59-7 and in the House 90-39.

19. Photo ID for Voting

SF 923, HF 1443. Sen. Bachmann, Rep. Emmer. This bill would require
all voters to show a state issued Photo ID, with provisions for those unable
to obtain or afford an ID. This requirement is basic to maintaining the
integrity of elections. On Election Day the voters who are unable to provide
such proof will have their ballots set aside for later verification. This bill
requires that unverified ballots be counted without verification unless they
represent 3% or more of the total ballots in a precinct. LEA believes that all
ballots should be verified as eligible before they are counted. LEA favored a
YES vote and looks forward to further election law reform in the next legis-
lative session. It passed in the House 71-62. There was no Senate vote.

20. Alternative Teacher Training

SF 2764, HF 2680. Sen. Hann, Rep. Erickson. This bill would allow indi-
viduals who already have a four-year degree in the field in which they wish
to teach to be certified without a degree in education. These individuals
would still be required to take 9 hours of classroom management; 200
hours of instruction in standards, curriculum, and instructional strategies;
on-the-job mentoring; and to pass a skills examination in reading, writing,
and mathematics. This alternative path appears more rigorous than the
“traditional” method now in place. There was no vote in the Senate. The
bill lost in the House 62-70. LEA favored a YES vote.
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