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Honorable Mintion = House: Holberg Iicobson: Johnson, 1] Kubsle; Lipinan; Maoliao, Oelopp;
Paulsen; Pawlenty, Rifenberg, Seifert; Vandeveer, Walf; and Workman

2002 LEGISLATIVE REVIEW

LEAs report an the 2002 Minnesotn legiskative session s submitled henewith, We have continued, in kesping w90 the electiony of 199 and
2000, with one of the major pirtles controlling the Senaie, the piher controlling the House of Bepréseniatbes, ind the Govemor 3 migmber of
o third party, This session there was 8 sharper disinction beraeen the Governor and the begisluire, he using his velo power mone,

D = Demecntic-Farmer-Labor B~ Repohlican 1 = Indepensdeni
= i scmies leg=lntor cxcused, shsent, or not voting

W% = Yol legisleior's voles favored by LEA i 2002 session

Y = Yes vote fovored by LEA
M = Mo vole favored by LEA

¥ = Vo wote nof fevored by LEA
N = W vobe nol favored by LEA

% = |egislaior’s careor avernpe LEA soome

LEA caloulates percentages using the votes actuaily cast by each legislator and then deducting twao percentage paints for eoch time that
legislator did not cast 8 vobe. Honotess for 2002 seored 80 or higher, honorable mentions scosed ai Jeaut 67495

1. HF 3270. Budget Bill ¥Veto Override.

Sen. Johnaon, Doug, Rep. Goodno, The “balanced™ budget hill
mvelved some crestive bookkeeping mmd sleight of hand.  The
bidget was “balanced™ by delaving some pavments, “hormmowing™
fromn reserve funds, tranaferring from the sisfe's cesh Oow stcount,
st fobacco endowment funds, ond repenling s scheduled businegss
&x reduction. | sounds like some sccowsting practlees of corpoi-
ations which have been m the news recently, Unfortmately, the
sharehobders (taxpayers) are unable to sue the company (the state).
The govemnor vetoed the bill, LEA fovored a MO vobe 'on ihe motion
I overtide. 1t pansed the Senate 53-14 and the Howse 95-38

2, HF 3618, Capital Bonding.

Sen. Longsieth; Rep. Knoblach. In 15498 Gowvemnor Carlson signed &
record-seitmg, one Wllion dollar bondmg bill pockage,  In 2000,
after Governor Venture veloed severnl items, the bonding bill tha
becamne faw was just over half the size of the 1995 kill.

I 312, despite. lecing budget deliciin sonexistent in M), the
legislature ralsed the anfe: the House to 58359 milfion, the Senate to
$1.2 billion. The Senate reaflirmed ity originil bill by a vole of 51-
14, The House sceepicd the bl which came fram the confersice
commifiee ($979 million) by u wote of 102-31, LEA thinks he

legislniure was imesponsible o boading ' down future fsxpuyers with
thise mmassive debis and comriumnds those voling BCL Govemnor
Venmmra did line-item veto over 5357 million sarth of what some are
ciulling barreled pork

3. Amendment to HF 3618 Northsiar Commuier Hail,

Rep, Tingelsisd. An smesidment wes offered o the Omnibus
Bondimg Bill 6 spend 59 million on desgn md lond scquisition
costs o b commuier il lioe womn bebween’ Minneapolis and 59
Cloud. LEA favored o KO vote becaise i belizves tmnsportation
pogls should be pudd by userd, Money oollecred from the stide g
inx amd vehicle repsramon maes should be spent op roails and
bridges. The amendmgin passed i ibe Howie 71-61, but was not i
the final bonding bill

4. 5F IBST; HF 1114, Stadiom.

Ser, Johoson, Dein; Rep, Maied. Same baid of vesied oferests, just
singing 8 different wune with pnew, Wil The pan of the Bill tha got
the most sitention contered on stote evenue: bonds o finonce 3 new
baseball pork for the Twins with o commitment by w host ory 1o
make snnuil puyments towand the debi service und. This part of the
bl will post be fenplemenied bovase the Twins ownership wmmied o
greater public subsidy than any city wionld ofTee,
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The lesser-known part of the bill that 15 being implemented involves
the crestion of 4 Foothall stadom account and the allocation of
300,00 seed mooey o the Uiniversity of Minnesota, b the
purposs of developing an agreement between the Metropolitem
Spons Facilities Commission, the Mimnesoia Yikngs and the U of
M on a plan for a pointly-wesed foothall stadium. The agreeiment s
mglade n predesign proposal with cstimated project costs for a
stadium o be owned by the U of M and located on its campus. It
assumes that by March 1, 2003, the lepislature will enact some o0
of subsidized package aithomzing its construgtion snd financing

LEA beligves the wiability of pro spons busineses should be based
on market conditions, not subsidies. Mo matter how you slice it this
bill sells out Tmed-government principles by allowing the siate to
serve a5 a banker or broker fof constructing new buildings which
will bz most beneficlal to cernin privately-owned enterprises. The
Bill compounds iis ding by mandating that construction be done o
prevalling union wages, and thai there be set-agede busiscss for
classes of “soomlly dmadvantaged persons”. LEA fivored a WO
vole on the final version of this bill. The bill passed in the Senaie
48-18 and i the House 72-61

%, SF 3023; HF 1984, Expanding Health Care Competition,

Sen. Bcheid; Rep. Huas,  Minoesota’s healih care markerplace
contimees o michel up insurance  premiums every vear, largely
because we have very hitle competition among local carmiers and
thus o meentive on their part 10 Yeep prices down. This Bill soughe
io rectify o portion of this problem by sllowing health insurance
companics o {a) mmedisgtely sell prodocis m Minnegoia without
walting for pnor approval froem the Commerce Department, and (h)
eam a larger profil margin through the lowering of “loss rtio™
reguirements. These changes should encournge more national healih
msuranee companics loocome mio our stde and do besmess. Thos
crealing greater compelition and lower premiems for cusiomers
LEA [avors g free ond open marketplace, full of private-sector
huvers and sellers, We favored & YES vole. The bill passed in the
Senate 51-% and in the House 111-17

6, 5F 1553;: HF 2570, Auwtomabile Class

Sen. Metren; Rep, Wol€  This bl provides thit  msurance
codnpanics treal payments to vendors of gulo glass the same as other
nuiomuobile damage. The measure wis designed 1o prevent frood snd
corrcin through  mcentives: offercd by anio glass replacement
vendors ai the insumance companies’ expense. The govermnor vetoed
the bill arguing that it would limit freedom (o small vendors and
choice o the consumer. The weto was ovemdden,  While the
governar mny hive had good mientions o keep the market farr fos
smiall vendors, & market should not be artificaally propped up by state
legislation.  If mopopoly or prce-fixing occurs with msurers, other
laws should deal wath lnrge insurers mt that time. LEA concludes
that the legislation was right and would be of benefit io the consumer
im terms of nsimnce premums. LEA supporis those who voted
YES to owverride the governor™s veto, The veio was overmndden in the
Senate 52-13 and i the House 10722

7. BF 1495; HF 1547, Bindiesel Mandate,

Sen. Murphy; Bop. Finsetl., Minnésota is the fira state fo pass a hill
that mamdntes that a biodiess! fuel micture of 2% by volume be sold
in Mibwesora by Jupe 30, 2005 I exempis railmad locomoaiives,
imeonite and copper nuning equipment, and motors at anelectnc
gencrating pluni regulnied by the Muclenr Regulniory Commission,
The Bill rermburses Kifs of conversion cosis acerued by bodiesel
fuel producers. Biodicsel fuel s mnde from animal and vegeiable
ols such s cooking prese, animal fat, and seybians,

A 200G mistwre can run in all conventional diesel avgines wath licle
noticeable effect and redoce mir pollutants by abowm 0%, The 2%
cuantity mandated i this bill will only reduce air pollution about
|%0, & megligible amount for berge state expenditures i rebminirsing
producers. LEA concludes thut the bill 15 basacally an- agreuliural
subsidy, to be bome both by the aspavers and the purchasers of
diesel fuel, and will have little environmenial impact.  Further, i
undermines the productivity of a fair and competitive market, As
aucly, it 18 nod in e public interest. The povernos did not sign s
bill but let it become law. LEA recognizes those who voted N0
The bill passed i the Senate 53-11 and in the Hogse TR-53

A 5F 1735; HF 18468, Teachers® Insurance Siody.

Zen. Stumpf; Rep. Davids, This ball outhonees 51.3 million o be
spent studving o plan for statewide health msurance coverage for
teachers. The state isn't responsible for healih care coverage for
teachers; local sehool boards are. I the teachers’ union wants
amodher sty the upion, not the aspayers, should pay for it The bill
pazsed m both bodies, but the Governor vetoed . The velo was
overridden in ihe Senate 4E-17 and In the House 110-33, LEA
favorcd 38 WO vinte on the overmide,

9. Amendment to HF 2127, Expansion of “Rule of 20% Pension
Elgibility,

Bep Abeler. This amendment was highly scught afier by Education
Mimmeseta, and wis mn pttempt o make i ensier for meny teachers o
refite piior 10 Socsal Security “full bepefit™ age with full pension
benefits. The “Rulz of 907 refers. to calculating full-refirement
cligibility by combining aciual age plus the number of years of
gervice o equal 90 or greater. I would nod have affected
Minmeapohis or 51 Paul teachers. The Exécutive Directer for the
Legislative Commission on Pensions and Retirernent estimated that
expandmg the “Rule of 307" would ingreose pension habilities by 545
rnillion a year.

LEA favored a WO vote for Both fscal and policy reasons.  Fiscally,
ngreeing bo the partinl expansion would lead o more pressure  bo
inerease the povernment’s portion to the lotal contribution of all
emplovess” pension funds. More iroubling, this amendment was not
recommended by the Commizsion on Pensions, in Get, ity Executive
Director noled that “m the fsce of ... perceived or projected teacher
shortages, ... legislation thot would encoursge more eorly refirements
by teachers woulld be illadvised.” In addition, a lot of private amd
nom-teacher public emplovees would feel unjustly excluded from
pension-eligibility expansion. This amendment pasied by a 106-23
vobe in the House. There was ne stand-alone vobe on this issue in the
Semate, and the Ventura Admimstration’s vato threat kept o out of
the final version of the omnibus pensions bill

e SF 3208, Same-Sex Benefits

Sen. Moe; Rep. Bishop, 5F 3208 would hove prevented expansion
of wielfire-state mentality and sume-qex health benefiis by wating
that stnfe emploves compensation plans would provide state-paid
inaurance  benelfits only w an employes; employee's  spoqme;
employee’s dependent children, or the employee’s dependent
grandehildren

Argumients by both proponeits and opponents wrongly focused on
cntitlements due based on contrgciug! arrangemenis bebween adulis,
However, the muin reason for additional bealth benefits s 1o cover
dependenty of wage eamers, A povernment should assist those
working people whe provide for children and other dependents; but
nof  provide  entitlements o uprelated  able  working  adulis,
encoduraging further adult dependency on the stale.  In addition fo
being a burden om the taxpayer, these entitlements are also seen as
undermining the raditional Gamily siructure.



LEA commends the 78 Representatives who vated YES, for passage
of the House version of 5F 3208, I also commends the 28 Senators
whio vabed MO on sending the bill o 2 conference commities whene
it wan destined 1o die

11, Amendment to SF 3133; HF 2625, Profile of Learning,

Sen. Stevens; Hep. Pawlenty. An amendmeni was offered to the
Clenn Indoor Aar A¢t b0 ehiminate the Profile of Leaming, The
Profile of Leaming, also beown as the state’s pew gradusnon mle,
cmphasizes process over content and skills,. LEA fovored o YES
vote to eliminate the Profile It passed in the House 0922 bat
failed in the Senate on & tie wote 33-313.

1L SF 2411: HF 2398, Pledge of Allegiance.

Sen, Reiter; Hep, Cassell.  Thix bill wodild have required the
recatation of the Fledge in achools It incleded a provision allowing
local school boards o waive the requirement. Public schools have an
ahligation o leach siudenis about the values of the socieny they live
im and to encourage good citizenship and patriotism. LEA favored a
YES vote. The bill passed in the Senate 46-10 and in the Houss
ii6-11. The Governor vetoed the bill, but there was no time to
overnide the velo,  Howewver, there is nothing m current lnw that
woulld prohibit local school boards from mandating il

13, SF 3o84; HF 3506, Awoditing Frocedures.

Sen. Best; Rep, Cement. This bill mandaies that local governments
provvide norepunt of fees and exponses refated 1o the collecton of
wasie management, While it mighi be useful for the state to ensure
that waste monagement be environmentally sound and free from
corruption and recketeening, the povernor was correct in arguing that
it was imesponsibie of the legislature to force costs on smalier

political entittes. The state should pay a reasonable price for such
reports i they are necessary, The govemor vetoed the bill arguing
thar the state was imposing mandates on local authoriies withou
providing a means of petting them accomplished, LEA concludes
that the governor was correct 10 veto the bill which had passed i the
Senafe 60-0 and in the House [20-6. LEA applouds the six
representaiives who voted MO The veto was not overnidden

14, 5F 1555; HF 1524, Fhosphoros in Lawn Fertilizer,

Sen. Higging, Hep. Leppik.  Thas ball, the first of s kind in the
nafion, places restnictions on the use of phosphorus m lawn
fertilizers,  Most fermilper products are made up primarily of plant
foods nitrogen, phosphons, and potash, Restrictions on the use of
fertilizers that contain phosphonis in the Twin Cities area, bl no in
preater Minnesota, catablish a policy that is inconsistent.  This polsey
aflows rmadical emvironmentalists to  abuse avernge people,
specifically those who live in the metro areas, and will act & a first
step towand further regulation. LEA favored a MO vofe. This kil
passed i the Senate 55-1 ond m the Hoose 115-14,

15, Folliard Amendment ta HE 2515, Vickerman Amendment
1o SF 32170; - *Woman's Right to Know."

Sen, Yickerman; Hep. Folliand  “Hight o Know" requires: ihat
specific information be given to a woman coniemploting an aborbon.
LEA has always favored Right to KEoow, In the House, the anti-
termorsm bill incleded this provision. Om the House floor Rep
Folliard moved te amend by siniking it. Her motion farled 45-54
LEA favored the WO} vole. On the Senate floor. Sen. YVickerman
maved o inchede it in 3F 3270, His motion was disallowed by a
procedural vote of 33-34, In this case LEA favored 3 YES vote,
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